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Ephemera of the Apes TV series 

 

In this chapter I summarise details of the filming of the TV series, from recollections of 
the people who were there, gathered as background for my Tribute article. 

First I located published interviews with people who were involved in filming the episodes.  
Cast and crew who were involved in every episode were Fred Blau (Roddy’s make up), Ron 
Harper (Virdon), Ron Stein (multiple small roles) and Dan Striepeke (make up).  There were 
two recurring semi-regulars (Lenard and Colman) though Booth Colman gave no details about 
filming and on-set mood.  Some cast and crew were only involved in one or two episodes. 

Then I located the order in which the TV series episodes were filmed.  The production code 
numbers confirm the order in which the TV series episodes were filmed. 

Next I cross referenced the occasional cast and crew to the filming sequence.  This order 
number gives us ‘data points’ for filming and production sequence over the 14 weeks. 

Filming order/title Mark 
Lenard 

Guests who have been interviewed 

B-501: "The Good Seeds" # Geoff Deuel, Eileen Dietz, Bobby Porter, Jacqueline 
Scott 

B-502: "The Gladiators" #  
B-503: "Escape from Tomorrow" # Bobby Porter, Biff Elliott 
B-504: "The Legacy" # Zina Bethune 
B-505: "The Trap" #  
B-506: "The Cure" # Biff Elliott 
B-507: "The Liberator"   
B-508: "Tomorrow's Tide"   Jim Storm 
B-509: "The Surgeon" # Jacqueline Scott 
B-510: "The Deception"  Jane Actman 
B-511: "The Horse Race" #  
B-512: "The Interrogation" # Beverly Garland 
B-513: "The Tyrant" # Klair Bybee, Gary Combs (stuntman), Ralph Senensky 

(Director) 
B-514: "Up Above the World So High" # Joanna Barnes 
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Additionally I located pre-screening newspaper interviews.  For example 6 July 1974: 

  1 

Overall the comments were very positive.  Everyone reported a happy set with a good 
working environment, though the working days were long and there were a lot of time 
pressures.  Those in heavy, sweaty ape make up and costumes reported tiring to exhausting 
days.  The actors reported not a lot of time for rehearsals and retakes.  No-one reported a 
decline in mood as the series progressed, even as the ratings were low. 

• Roddy was reported with a wide variety of adjectives, all of them positive. 
• Ron was described with three P’s: personable, pleasant and professional. 
• James was described as lovely, kind and giving. 

Mark Lenard channelled Urko in saying if he wanted more time for a retake, he’d stamp his feet 
and grunt and they’d give him more time.       

  2  

(interview by Chris Claremont) 

                                                            
1 CBS-TV stars on road pedalling fall season, The Rock Island Argus, 6 July, 1974, p. 30 
2 Urko Unleashed Marvel Magazine “Planet of the Apes” UK, no. 22, pp. 10-25 
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Mark Lenard (first 6 eps, last 4 eps filmed) reported that as the series progressed: 

  3  
(interview by Chris Claremont) 

Chris Claremont conducted four interviews over a couple of days during filming of 5th and 6th 
episodes.  His interviews with Ron Harper, Mark Lenard and Marvin Paige were all published. 

For some unknown reason his interview with James Naughton was never published.4 

 

Bobby Porter (1st and 3rd filmed episodes) reports no script changes were made by actors on 
the set, though they may have been made by the writers or the creative producers before 
filming (pers comm, October 2024).  Beverley Garland (12th episode) reported the script was 
supplied 10 days in advance of filming and Bobby Porter confirmed there could be as many as 
10 revisions before filming commenced. 

Bobby Porter also reports the mood on set was professional, respectful and work was 
executed with pride.  He particularly mentioned Ron and James being prepared and 
professional (pers comm, October 2024).  Bobby Porter also reports the filming location and 
costume/make up was exhausting, and the days were long (pers comm, October 2024). 

  

                                                            
3 Urko Unleashed Marvel Magazine “Planet of the Apes” US, no. 06, pp. 28-43 
4 4 Chris Claremont, Simian Scrolls issue 17, p 12 
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Regarding Ron Harper, Chris Claremont reported: 

5 

 
                                                            
5 A Half Hour with Harper Marvel Magazine “Planet of the Apes” US, no. 04, pp. 36-47 
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 (ref to economic downturn)

  6  
(interview by Chris Claremont) 

 

I will let you read the rest of the cast and crew comments yourself. 

Please pay particular attention to Ralph Senensky’s comments on pages 13, 19 and 20.  Ralph 
has said the episodes needed more than 7 days each to film and he reports the cast and crew 
were basically able to do the impossible – they completed a scheduled 3 days of filming in 
just 2 days – and did so with utmost professionalism. 

 

Booth Colman’s comments of interest are here because they relate to the entire series.  7 

 

                                                            
6 A Half Hour with Harper Marvel Magazine “Planet of the Apes” US, no. 04, pp. 36-47 
7 Jeff Krueger, High Council, Simian Scrolls issue 12, pp. 20-26 
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Geoff Deuel, Simian Scrolls issue 18, p. 23 (1st episode filmed) 
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Eileen Dietz, Simian Scrolls issue 16, p 33 (1st episode) 

 

 

 
 

Bobby Porter, Simian Scrolls issue 18, p 27 (1st and 3rd episodes filmed) 
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Jacqueline Scott, Simian Scrolls issue 16, pp. 29-31 (1st and 9th episodes) 

 

 

Biff Elliott, Simian Scrolls issue 13, p. 41, (3rd and 6th episodes) 
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Zina Bethune, Simian Scrolls issue 8, p.3 (4th episode filmed) 

 

 

 
 

Jim Storm, Simian Scrolls issue 17, pp. 40-41, (8th episode) 
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Jane Actman, Simian Scrolls issue 19, pp. 3-6 (10th episode filmed) 
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Beverley Garland, Simian Scrolls issue 12, pp 14 – 16 (12th episode filmed) 
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Gary Combs, Simian Scrolls issue 19, pp. 35-36 (stuntman, 13th episode filmed) 

 

 

Klair Bybee, Simian Scrolls issue 20, pp. 13-14 (13th episode) 
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Ralph Senensky, director, pers comm, Dean Preston, October 2016, (13th episode filmed) 

“Ratings for the series were low because the episodes frankly were not as good as the 
feature films.  That they were good enough to attract a core/cult audience is a tribute to the 
producers, actors, writers, directors -- everyone involved in their production.” 

 

Ralph Senensky, director, on his own blog site, (13th episode filmed) 

“Jerry Finnerman, in his Archives of American Television interview said it was the most 
difficult show he had ever filmed, and that he was not sorry to see it end.” 

“Because we were filming at the ranch in late October early November, daylight hours were 
shorter. That and the physical action in the scheduled sequences necessitated the extra time 
at the ranch to complete them. 

When we returned to the studio on the 6th day, there were still 25 pages of script to shoot 
that had been originally scheduled for 3 days, and it looked like we were going to go an extra 
day. I was not aware then, as I am now because of what I have read about the situation, that 
there was pressure from the network because of the low ratings the show was getting, and 
the studio, fearful of an early cancellation, wanted to avoid extra costs.  

Stan Hough came to me at the beginning of the sixth day of filming and in a very gentlemanly 
way asked, since the remaining scenes to be filmed were all in the Prefect’s office, would it 
be possible to complete the film in the next two days. With the enormous help of Jerry 
Finnerman and a remarkably professional cast, we completed 15 pages on that sixth day and 
wrapped production the following day on schedule.” 

https://senensky.com/the-tyrant/#comment-78061 

 

Joanna Barnes, Simian Scrolls issue 12, pp 32-33 (14th episode) 
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Fred Blau, Simian Scrolls issue 14, pp 14-17, (make up, all episodes)  

 

 

Ron Stein, Simian Scrolls issue 19, pp. 33-34 (all episodes) 
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Dan Striepeke, Simian Scrolls issue 14, pp 3-7, (make up, all episodes)  

 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO HUNTER GOATLEY who maintains the most comprehensive 
POTA archive online, a valuable resource without which much of POTA 

information would have been lost. 
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The Definitive Science Fiction Television Encyclopaedia, 5th edition, p. 3191 
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The Definitive Science Fiction Television Encyclopaedia, 5th edition, p. 3192 
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James Naughton has not spoken about his time filming POTA and people will inevitably fill a 
vacuum with speculation.  The one interview he did with Chris Claremont of Marvel Magazine 
at the time of filming was never published.8 

James was a 1970 graduate of Yale Drama School, had been selected into their repertory 
group upon graduation, had a successful career debut off Broadway in Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night and then made an acclaimed movie The Paper Chase.  As with many other actors, 
the economic downturn in New York that started in 1972 had caused a downturn in theatre 
revenue and so he had moved to Hollywood with his wife and two small children seeking 
work.  In an interview with Anne Diffily in 19909 he said  

“I had turned down the role (POTA) for about three or four weeks. But I finally got to 
the point where I had a rent payment that was two weeks overdue, and I had about 
$300 left in the bank, and I had a wife and two kids. So I said yes. We made the series 
for about five months, and that was it. I made a very dear friend in Roddy McDowall." 

In another interview with Barry Dougherty in 200210 he said  

“I wasn't dying to do that show (POTA) but I was living in LA and had a $400 rent 
payment that was about two weeks overdue, which was a lot of money at the time. I 
had two children, I was in my twenties and I had said no to this project three times. 
Finally, another week went by and I said, 'I guess I better say yes.'  

But with the money I made I bought the house I was renting." 

He also said in 1990 after working on other series that in television11 

“They take a decent premise and they force you into a format that makes you want to 
gag.  Acting in TV series pays the bills and keeps the kids in school.  There's a reason 
to do it, but it's not a lot of fun.  It's tough when you can't be proud of your work.” 

So basically James Naughton took the role because he needed the money, and the role was not 
one he would choose except for that necessity. 

 
However Ron Harper’s comments in later years may have given people the impression of 
conflict between the two of them. 

"We respected each other as actors but, away from the set, he was a little cool. Jim's 
part was originally intended to be funnier than what he turned it into. The producers 
conceived of the role of Pete as a comedic foil for my character since they didn't 
really need two heroes in the show. But I don't think Jim was interested in playing the 
comic guy which had to make his stay on the show a little uncomfortable."12 (1995) 

“Pete was conceived of more or less as a comic foil to Alan Virdon, who was the hero. 
… But (James) doesn't have that much of a light touch. So instead of having something 
that we could have bounced off of each other, it was really like two heroes and it was 
less interesting. … Pete Burke as it evolved was very heroic and I think we missed 

                                                            
8 Chris Claremont, Simian Scrolls issue 17, pp. 12-13 
9 Life is sweet in the ‘City of Angels’, Brown Alumni Monthly, May 1990, pp.33 - 37 
10 The Cool Naughton, Barry Dougherty 'The Friars Club' (2002)  
11 Life is sweet in the ‘City of Angels’, Brown Alumni Monthly, May 1990, pp.33 - 37 
12 TV Zone Special #17 ("Lost Voyagers Special"), June1995, interview conducted by Marc Shapiro 
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some opportunity to take some lighter touches. … I did not dislike him, we're not very 
close, you know, we worked together, we never saw each other after socially or 
anything.”13 (1997) 

“Some people felt that, if the part of Burke had been played with a little bit more 
humor, the combination of a hero and a 'reluctant hero' on the series would have 
been a better combination.”14 (2008) 

Herbert Hirschman (executive producer) had said the TV series would be a serious drama with  
“a few feeble attempts at humour”.  15 

 16   17 

 
When I read about James, he is often mentioned in relation to the sports he plays or has 
played.  Over more than fifty years he’s been listed as playing soccer, baseball, basketball, 
golf, tennis, pickleball, cycling, squash and racquetball.  However it has been mentioned 
several times in relation to POTA TV that he rode a motorbike and explored the canyons 
around the Fox Ranch. 

This seems odd to me, as I can’t imagine him leaving the set between filming scenes to just 
randomly ride a motorbike off road.  This was well before mobile phones and if he’d had a fall 
and been injured, he could have been missing for hours, which would both make a serious 
dent in the production schedule and blow the budget out. 

Ralph Senensky – Director of The Tyrant – stated 

“the Twentieth Century Fox Ranch, was in Calabasas, within the 30-mile limit, so cast 
and crew reported to work at the ranch rather than reporting to the studio to be 
bussed to the location.”18 

The fact a motorbike is only ever mentioned in relation to POTA makes me wonder if it may 
simply have been a pragmatic commuting option.  At the time he, his wife and two small 
children were living 12 miles away in Thousand Oaks.  According to Google Maps the 

                                                            
13 Ron Harper, interviewed by Jeff Krueger (Anaheim, CA) 27 July, 1997 
14 Tom Weaver, I Talked with a Zombie: Interviews With 23 Veterans of Horror and Sci-Fi 2008 
15 Charlotte News, 10 August, 1974, p. 32 
16 The Lincoln Star, 25 August, 1974, p. 74 
17 The Journal, 8 November, 1974, p. 30 
18 https://senensky.com/the-tyrant/#comment-78061 

Even the critics empathised with the difficulty 
James faced bringing comedy to this role. 
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commuting time today between Thousand Oaks and the Fox Ranch is only about 15 – 20 
minutes.  Fifty years ago the backroads were rougher and travelling times were longer. 

If the car was needed by his family, a motorbike would be a practical choice for him to 
commute to the Ranch.  I included this hypothesis in a draft to James dated 8 November 
2024 and he didn’t correct it when he returned the draft, so I presume tacit confirmation. 

 
Ralph Senensky also noted 

“Roddy was the last due in for an ape conversion, and again, as I remember, there 
was a special contractual accommodation that provided him transportation from his 
home to the studio in the morning and a return home at the completion of the day’s 
filming.” 19 

A quick look at a map of a larger area at this point is also instructive.  Ron Harper lived in 
Tarzana and Roddy McDowall lived in Studio City. 

 
                                                            
19 https://senensky.com/the-tyrant/#comment-78061 



Page 21 of 21 
 

Eileen Dietz (1st episode filmed) has twice reported there was no socialising after filming for 
the day was finished, but this is understandable given long Summer days filming in Summer 
heat on location. 

20 

21 

Ron Harper said days on location ran from 5am to dark22, and he then went home to phone 
his wife who was filming a daytime soapie in NYC.  Roddy’s work day ran from 4am to 4pm23, 
so neither of them waited around to socialise. 

James’ wife and two young children were at home and he was an active and involved father.  
Like everyone else at the end of a long hot day, he probably just wanted to get home. 

 

 Dedicated to Jeff Krueger, 1964-2024 
 

My sincere thanks to  

• Dean Preston,  
• Bobby Porter,  
• everyone who contributed to Simian Scrolls  
• and the staff of Marvel Magazine for all their work collecting these 

reminiscences over many years.   Susan Cunningham 2024 

                                                            
20 Eileen Dietz, Simian Scrolls issue 16, p. 33 
21 Eileen Dietz, Infinity 05, p. 24 
22 The Columbia Record, 13 July 1974, p. 13 
23 Jane Actman, Simian Scrolls issue 19, p. 4 

 


